
Annual Review
2019



Annual Review | 32 | CERN & Society

Dear donors and friends,
Since its creation in 2014, the CERN & Society Foundation has successfully 
spread the CERN spirit of scientific curiosity for the inspiration and benefit of 
society. 2019 was another year of achievement in advancing this mission. Our 
partnership network was expanded with new donors, while we strengthened 
our relationship with existing ones. This allowed us to continue engaging the 
public with science, improving lives through CERN’s technologies, training 
future leaders in STEM fields and bridging the gap between arts and science. 
We thank all our partners and donors for making this possible. 

In 2019, a key focus was the capital campaign for the Science Gateway 
project; more than two thirds of the target has now been raised. Once 
constructed, the Science Gateway will generate even more opportunities for 
science engagement and education, bringing new generations into research 
and technology. 

As you will learn in detail from the pages of this Annual Review, the  
CERN & Society Foundation’s programmes reach people from across all 
continents. The highlights this year include:

•  �57 students from across the globe were given access to particle physics, 
engineering and IT training at CERN through the Non-Member State 
Summer Student Programme;

•  �The Beamline for Schools competition engaged more than 1300 students 
globally in STEM subjects; and

•  �179 teachers were trained in contemporary high-energy physics in order to 
inspire and empower their students in the pursuit of scientific careers.

The CERN & Society Foundation also contributed to the CERN Open Days 
in September 2019. Over these very special two days, more than 75 000 
people visited the CERN site for the unique chance to experience the life of 
the Laboratory and learn about the research technologies developed by the 
CERN community. 

As I conclude my mandate as Chair of the CERN & Society Foundation 
Board, I could not be prouder of the impact achieved over the first six years 
of the Foundation’s work. None of this would have been possible without 
the generosity and spirit of our supporters, as well as the CERN teams 
implementing the programmes. I thank all of you again for your commitment 
to our mission, and it is my hope that the CERN & Society Foundation will be 
able to count on your continued support in the future.

DEAR FRIENDS,

Word from Anne Richards, 

CERN & Society Foundation Chair
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WHO WE ARE

WHO WE ARE
 
 
We believe in igniting scientific curiosity, inspiring more 
young people to choose scientific careers, working towards 
improving lives around the globe and engaging more people 
in science, technology and innovation. We operate nationally 
and internationally to pursue this mission, across three main 
areas: education and outreach, innovation and knowledge 
exchange, and culture and creativity. Since 2018, the  
CERN & Society Foundation has also supported and 
promoted the operation of the Globe of Science and 
Innovation, notably through its use as a venue for scientific 
exhibitions, conferences, meetings and public debates. 

WHO WE SERVE

Our activities target primarily students and science 
educators and aim to engage more young people in 
the scientific method, while developing their interest in 
understanding and pursuing careers in STEM fields. 
Many of our initiatives also seek to improve society at large 
by developing practical applications from fundamental 
research, achieving greater public engagement with science 
and inspiring individuals beyond the scientific field. 

WHAT SETS US APART
 
 
CERN has a long tradition of scientific excellence, generated 
by a culture of openness and knowledge sharing across 
borders, and nurtured through education and training.  
The CERN & Society Foundation is in a unique position  
to leverage this expertise and give it back to society.

THE IMPACT OF 
YOUR DONATIONS

OUR GRANTS SINCE 2014 
(EXCLUDING SCIENCE GATEWAY)

BENEFICIARIES DIVIDED BY AGE GROUP

SPREADING CERN’S SPIRIT 
OF SCIENTIFIC CURIOSITY 
FOR THE INSPIRATION AND
BENEFIT OF SOCIETY.

14%
Culture & Creativity

21%
Innovation & 

Knowledge Exchange

1%
Globe of 

Science & Innovation

64%
Education & Outreach

9 500+
14-19 years

500+
20-29 years

500+
30+ years
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BEAMLINE FOR SCHOOLS 
COMPETITION
 
 
Engaging high-school students in 
real experimental particle physics 
research at CERN. 
1310 students submitted 178 
proposals.

Gender distribution:
 

NON-MEMBER STATE SUMMER 
STUDENTS
 

Giving the next generation of 
scientists the skills to contribute to the 
development of their communities.
57 students fully supported for eight 
weeks.

Gender distribution:

CERN NATIONAL TEACHER 
PROGRAMMES
 
 
Equipping teachers to empower 
students and the future of science 
through their own scientific 
education.
179 teachers trained.

Gender distribution:

CERN 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
STUDENT PROGRAMME 
 
Engaging students of 
Master’s level in training on 
high-tech venture creation. 
14 successful applicants 
supported for a five-week 
residency at CERN.

Gender distribution:

ARTS AT CERN
 
 
Artist residency programme 
bringing together artists and 
scientists to support artistic 
innovation and openness to 
fundamental research.
26 artists hosted at CERN.

Gender distribution:

ATLAS PHD GRANT

Unique education for 
outstanding PhD students in 
particle physics research.
3 PhD awards granted

Gender distribution:

HIGH-SCHOOL 
STUDENT INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAMME 
 
 
Bringing students at an 
early age into close contact 
with research work and 
scientists.
24 students hosted at CERN 
over a two-week period.

Gender distribution:

881 32 76

429 25 103

9 13 1 10

5 13 2 14

OUR REACH AROUND 
THE WORLD



8 | CERN & Society Annual Review | 9

2019 HIGHLIGHTS  
IN PICTURES

25 FEBRUARY

The ATLAS PhD Grants are 
awarded in the presence of 
the CERN Director-General, 
Fabiola Gianotti, and Peter 
Jenni, founders of the prize 
in 2014. 

17-18 JUNE

Participants in the 2018 
CERN-UNESCO School 
on Digital Libraries come 
to CERN for an in-depth 
training follow-up.

24-26 JULY  	

The CERN Table Football 
Club (CTFC) helps to spread 
the CERN spirit of scientific 
curiosity for the inspiration 
and benefit of society. 
It organises a charitable 
tournament and gives all 
proceeds to the CERN & 
Society Foundation. 

23-28 JUNE

The Spanish Teacher 
Programme takes place 
for 20 secondary-level 
teachers. The Greek and 
Italian Teacher Programmes 
will take place in the 
following months.

22 JULY-23 AUGUST

The CERN Entrepreneurship 
Student Programme 
welcomes 14 successful 
applicants to a five-week 
full-immersion course 
on CERN technologies, 
with the aim of building 
and improving on their 
entrepreneurial expertise.

 
12 MARCH

As part of CERN’s 
celebrations of the 30th 
anniversary of the Web,  
an international team visits 
CERN to recreate the 
original World Wide Web 
browser.

3 JUNE

Summer students from all 
over the world start arriving 
at CERN to spend eight 
weeks working and learning 
in a world-class scientific 
environment.

8 APRIL

CERN unveils the plans for 
its iconic new education and 
outreach facility, the CERN 
Science Gateway, designed 
by renowned architect 
Renzo Piano.

27 MARCH 
  
Arts at CERN announces 
two key ventures: 
Quantica, an exhibition 
project at the Centre de 
Cultura Contemporània 
de Barcelona, and a 
partnership that begins 
this year with the City of 
Barcelona as co-host for 
the Collide International 
residency award.
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3 DECEMBER

On #GivingTuesday, the 
CERN & Society Foundation 
launches its Christmas 
#LightTheirSpark campaign, 
raising funds to support a 
summer student coming 
from a developing country.

28 NOVEMBER

The CERN & Society 
Foundation Board 
unanimously elects new 
Board members Daphné de 
Laleu and Michel Spiro.

10-23 NOVEMBER 
  
24 German high-school 
students (HSSIP Germany) 
come to CERN for a two-
week internship programme, 
with the goal to learn hands 
on about scientific research 
and innovation.

14-15 SEPTEMBER

During a very sunny  
Open Days weekend,  
CERN opens its doors  
to 75 000 people for a  
unique peek inside the  
life of the Laboratory. 23 OCTOBER

The CERN & Society 
Foundation welcomes the 
supporters of the 2019 
Beamline for Schools (BL4S) 
competition to an event 
held at DESY, Germany, 
during the competition’s 
experimental week. They 
have the chance to interact 
with the winning teams 
from the USA and the 
Netherlands.  
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INDIVIDUALS: 

Aaron Clark
Adam Horridge
Ahmed Ali
AImilios Tsouvelekakis
Alan Gilman
Alan Morison
Alessandro Degli Angioli
Ali Onal
Alison Bulson
Alvaro De Rujula
Amos Poncini
Ana Suja
Andre Martin
Andrea Paleologo
Andrea Thamm
Andreas Groegel
Andreas Lemke
Andreas Roesch
Andrew Armstrong
Andrew Peck
Andrew Sowa
Andrew Wells
Andrey Z
Angie Bishop
Anita Bens
Anna Cook
Anne-Marie Perrin
Antoine Van Proeyen
Anton Vinokurov
Antonella Del Rosso
Are Raklev
Artem Popov
Asuki Kono
Benedetta Nirta
Bennie Ward
Beverly Warren
Bjarne Friis Eriksen

Bob Baeck
Bortolin Claudio
Brenda Penante
Bruna Macario
Bryan Webber
Carlos Eugenio
Carlos Prados Sesmero
Carlos Roberto Pena Ruano
Catherine Decosse
Charles Cardot
Charlie Alberts
Charlotte Warakaulle
Chase Kimes
Chris Bergeron
Christian Conkle
Christian Kirsch
Christian Staude
Christian Wolff
Christophe Grojean
Claudio Mussner
Colin Bishop
Cyril Closset
Deog Ki Hong
Dagmar Läänemets
Damian Zaręba
Daniel Romio
Daniel Spalinger
Darryl Newberry
David Blight
David Brackenridge
David Diego Gonzalez
David Gesswein
David McMahon
David Serquera
David Witten
Denise Fabian
Dennis Sas
Devis Comandini
Douglas Kerns
Edmond Offermann

Fabiola Gianotti
Edward Karavakis
Edwin Dertien
Elena Gianolio
Elena Veccelli
Elias Kiritsis
Elizabeth Hawks
Eric Schneider
Erik Van der Bij
Eszter Badinova
Fawzi Boudjema
Felix Klee
Florian Gärtner
Francois Girard
Francoise Malfait
Frederic Tachet
Gabriel Farrugia
Gabriel Math
Gabriele Veneziano
Gabrielle Hugo
Garth Berry
Gaspar Ricardo Montoya 
Soto
Gennaro Corcella
Georg  Wörlein
Gerard Marull Paretas
Gerard Naglik
Ghanshyambhai Khatri
Giacomo Ripamonti
Gian Giudice
Giancarlo D’Ambrosio
Gillian Darnell
Giuseppe Galluzzo
Glenn Starkman
Graciela Gelmini
Graham Dresch
Graham Hood
Graham Ross
Graham Shore
Grigoriy Chumakin

Guido Bitschi
Guido Sterbini
Guilherme Milhano
Håvard Jakobsen
Hanish KVC Menon
Hannes Wallnöfer
Hans Röcklinger
Hendrik Schutter
Hiroshi Takekawa
Hyunjoo Hwang
Iliya Hadzhidimov
Ilya Epifanov
Ioannis Elena
Irene Degl’Innocenti
Jörg Fiebig
Jacopo Ghiglieri
James McClellan
Jeff Fedor
Jeffrey Bensen
Jeroen Hellingman
Jerry Huang
Jerry Zenkier
John Osborne
Jonathan Ellis
Jordi Pakey-Rodriguez
Jose Gedance
Josef Foglszinger
Jovan Kurbalija
Julian Kyle
Julien palluel
Juraj Streicher
Kanhiya  Lohana
KARIM DURAN
Karin Persson
Kay Hüttmann
Keith Hamilton
Kelvin Ly
Kenneth Lane
kevin cho
Kevin Syc

OUR DONORS
 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THE NUMEROUS
DONORS AND PARTNERS WHO HAVE
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED THE 
CERN & SOCIETY FOUNDATION IN 2019.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS 
AND OUTSTANDING SUPPORT.
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A special thank you to those who included the  
CERN & Society Foundation in their last will  
and testament in 2019. 

FOUNDATIONS & ORGANISATIONS

Aquae Foundation
Arconic Foundation
Capsula
FIAT Chrysler Foundation
Fondation Didier et Martine Primat
Fondation pour l’innovation  
sur le cancer et la biologie
Fondation ProTechno
Fondazione Marino Golinelli
Fondazione Silvio Tronchetti Provera
Foundation for Art and Creative Technology 
(FACT)
Fund Ernest Solvay, managed by the King 
Baudouin Foundation
Institut de cultura de Barcelona
John S. Latsis Public Benefit Foundation
Mechanical Engineering Industry Association
Pro Helvetia
République et Canton de Genève
Rotary Club di Roma
Science and Technology Facilities Council 
Simons Foundation
UK Online Giving Foundation
Wilhelm and Else Heraeus Foundation
Young Presidents’ Organization

COMPANIES

Aisler
Amgen Switzerland AG
Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd
Digi-Key Electronics
Infor
International Seminar Design, Inc.
ION BEAM APPLICATIONS SA
Mevion Medical Systems
Plazi GmbH
Saes Group
System 76
UNIQA Assurances S.A.
GOLEM Gruppo Operativo Linux Empoli
Pumping Station: One Chicago

“MY HUSBAND AND I BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF SCIENCE, WHICH, NO MATTER ITS

INESCAPABLE LIMITS, EXPRESSES THE HUMAN NEED OF FURTHERING KNOWLEDGE

AND UNDERSTANDING FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL. THIS IS WHY WE DECIDED TO

DONATE OUR PROPERTY ASSETS TO THE CERN & SOCIETY FOUNDATION FOR THE

SUPPORT OF SCIENTIFIC EDUCATION WORLDWIDE.” BRUNA AND NICOLA MACARIO.

Kfir Blum
Kim Engels
Kim Pedersen
Kimberly Hanson
Kimio Kosaka
Kingpai Koosakulnirund
Konstantinos Papadopoulos
Krisjanis Rijnieks
Laur Joost
Leanne Magne
Leonardo Giusti
Lore Taillieu
Lou Montulli
Louis Bayon
Luca Fontanella
Luigi Del Debbio
Luis Ibanez
Lukas Ausserladscheider
Lukas Wolz
Luke Perkin
Marc Nijdam
Marco Carlo Cavalazzi
Marco Cirelli
Marek Nagorski
Margarida Nesbitt Rebelo
Maria Concepcion Gonzalez 
Garcia
Maria Villanueva
Marie-Noelle Fontaine
Marie-Suzy Vascotto
Marina Krstic Marinkovic
Mario Herrero Valea
Martin Gonzalez-Alonso
Martin Luescher
Masini Jacopo
Massimo Porrati
Matthew Jackson
Matthew Nottingham
 Patrick Meister/ Meister 
Whiteboxes GmbH
Michael Baker
Michael Gallo
Michel Spiro
Michelangelo Mangano
Michele Donadoni
Michelle Connor
Michelle Mazerand
Miguel Castaño

Mihai Patrascoiu
Mike Seymour
Miles Asvachin
Mitch Hodges
Mitja Dolinar
Monika Zempleni
John Grace
Stephan Petit
Maureen Prola-Tessaur
Mustafa Ozkaynak
Niko Kitsakis
Nikolaj Bogko
Nina Koivunen
Pablo Sarabia Ortiz
Paragkumar Soni
Patrick Fassnacht
Patrick Marmorat
Patrick McGuire
Paul Kenyon
Paulina Barrena
Pedro Carrio Perez
Peeter Vois/ Tauria OÜ
Per Osland
Peter Elias
Peter Grape
Peter Minkowski
Petr Dvorak
Philip Znamiec
Philipp Huewe
Philipp Reist
Pierre Savaria
Pietro Slavich
Sami Özdemir/ Portunus 
Primoz Beltram
Raimond Dragomir
Rainer Ehlert
Rainer Jahn
Randall Briggs
Remo Imhof
Riccardo Rattazzi
Richard McClellan
Rob Blokland
Robert Garnett
Robert Hailman
Roberto Vitali
Robin Gangopadhya
Robin Schneider
Roger Thrale

Ryan Draughon
Sacha Davidson
Sau Lan & Tai Tsun Wu
Sebastiaan Ebeltjes
Sebastian Polenz
Sebastien Van Cauwenbergh
Sergey Sibiryakov
Sergio Di Giovannantonio
Shirin Davarpanah
Simon Merrett
Simone Scarfi
SM Fahmid
Somnath Mukherjee
Spenta Wadia
Stéphane David
Stéphane Membrez
Stefan Sali
Stefan Wuske
Stefano Pianese
Steven Webster
Sunil Gopalakrishna
Tamara Moullet
Taotie Ren
Ted Ted
Thomas Kelley
Tom Andrews
Tomasz Sobczyk
Tony Domenico
 Torbjörn Sjöstrand
Torleif Ericson
Ulrich Heinz
Vaulin Ivan Nikolaevich
Vedrana Zorica
Venelin Efremov
Vic Guillen
Vintilescu Laurentiu
Vipul Patel
Vlad Shcherbakov
Wei Xue
Will Hurley
William Hussey
William Wright
wouter de weerd
Xavier Valls
Xing Li
Yannic Body
Yasemin Arik
Zef Wolffs
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EMPOWERING  
STUDENTS AROUND 
THE WORLD
We strive to make today’s students tomorrow’s scientists. In a world with 
increasing demand for skilled experts in STEM fields, it is important to educate 
and engage young people in science at an early age. One of CERN’s key missions 
is education, and our professionals very much enjoy sharing their knowledge 
and expertise with students.

NON-MEMBER STATE SUMMER 
STUDENT PROGRAMME

The CERN Non-Member State Summer Student Programme 
(NMSSS) offers students pursuing Bachelor’s or Master’s 
degrees in physics, computing, engineering and maths a 
unique opportunity to join in the day-to-day work of research 
teams participating in experiment and accelerator projects at 
CERN. 

Gulfairuz Serikbayeya

Gulfairuz, a 21-year-old from Kazakhstan, was determined 
to break social norms. She was ready to pursue her one true 
passion when she applied to the 2019 Non-Member State 
Summer Student Programme.

Her decision to pursue physics as a career was not so easy 
to digest in her social environment.

At CERN, Gulfairuz worked with ISOLDE and CERN 
MEDICIS, under the guidance of CERN scientists and 

technicians. She met students from around the world, 
worked with radioisotopes in depth, and even took part in 
her first hackathon at CERN! 

More importantly, Gulfairuz’s time at CERN inspired her to 
pursue higher studies in the field of medical applications. 
With her zeal and positive outlook on life, she aspires to 
become a pioneer in this field back home in Kazakhstan, 
proving that there is no reason why a girl cannot become a 
successful physicist.

1311 
students

178
high-school team

49
countries

142 
students

67
countries

“PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT IT IS NOT EASY TO GET

A JOB IF YOU ARE A PHYSICIST. IT IS NOT A 

‘SUCCESSFUL’ CAREER OPTION – ESPECIALLY

FOR A GIRL.” CERN BEAMLINE FOR SCHOOLS COMPETITION

The CERN Beamline for Schools (BL4S) competition is open to high-school students across 
the world, whose goal is to work in teams to develop and submit a scientific proposal for an 
experiment they could run at CERN, using specialised equipment and infrastructure. Every 
year, two winning teams of up to 10 students each are selected and then invited to conduct 
their experiment using a fully equipped particle beamline. 

Due to the long shutdown of CERN’s accelerators for maintenance and upgrade, the 2019 
winning teams – Particle Peers from the Netherlands and DESY Chain from the USA – 
conducted their experiment at DESY, a renowned particle physics laboratory in Hamburg, 
Germany.
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CERN ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
STUDENT PROGRAMME

Bridging the gap between CERN technologies and society 
was the goal of 14 students from around the world who 
met for a unique five-week residency as part of the CERN 
Entrepreneurship Student Programme (CESP). 

The programme, which ran for the second time in 2019, 
enabled the students to develop promising projects with 
the help of experts in technology and entrepreneurship, as 
well as mentorship from CERN’s Knowledge Transfer team. 
Some of the interesting ideas with the potential to become 
start-up companies in the near future include the use of 
CERN’s Structured Laser Beam to detect microplastics in 
wastewater, and the detection of wildfires using a flame 
detector developed at CERN.

ATLAS PHD GRANT SCHEME

The ATLAS PhD Grant offers students a unique opportunity 
to enhance their doctoral studies in a one-of-a-kind research 
environment under the supervision and training of experts 
from the ATLAS collaboration. Students receive two years 
of funding for their studies, spending one year at CERN and 
another back at their home institute.

Former ATLAS spokespersons Fabiola Gianotti and Peter 
Jenni established the grant using the award money from 
the Special Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics that 
they received in 2013. So far, 18 students have received the 
award, which relies upon private contributions.

HIGH-SCHOOL STUDENT 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

The High-School Student Internship Programme (HSSIP) 
aims to give students a better understanding of the wide 
spectrum of career opportunities in a big scientific laboratory 
such as CERN and allows the students to gain practical 
experience in science, technology and innovation. 

In November 2019, thanks to the support of  its donors, the 
CERN & Society Foundation funded the German HSSIP. 
Running over a two-week period, the programme brought 
24 students, chosen from among 700 applicants, into close 
contact with research work and scientists, with the aim of 
inspiring them to pursue a scientific career.

Silje Uhlen Maurset 

“I was very lucky to be selected as one of the 10 participants 
for the first edition of the programme in 2018. The five weeks 
at CERN were challenging and inspiring, and I learned 
a lot about technology entrepreneurship that I still use 
today. Moreover, I learned how to better collaborate across 
nationalities and cultures.

A few months after the end of the programme, I applied to 
become the administrative student who would coordinate 
CESP for the coming year. 

When I started working at CERN, I immediately got involved 
in all the planning processes behind the educational 
programme: partnerships, marketing, the application and 
selection process, coordination of speakers and participants, 
budgeting and the day-to-day programme, all of which I 
learned a lot from. The most amazing experience was to 
finally meet and mentor the participants we had selected 
for the programme and to see them grow, collaborate and 
develop their concepts further. I still follow their journey, and 
I am excited to see where they all go next!”

“IN PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE, 

CERN AND ITS RESEARCHERS ARE A SOURCE OF

INSPIRATION FOR LOMBARD ODIER IN ITS COMMITMENT

TO ITS RETHINK EVERYTHING PHILOSOPHY, WHICH IS

THE CORNERSTONE OF OUR FIRM’S 224-YEAR HISTORY.

A GREAT NUMBER OF ENGINEERING CHALLENGES

ENCOUNTERED DURING THE LARGE HADRON COLLIDER

(LHC) ADVENTURE HAVE LED TO THE DEVELOPMENT

OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES, WHICH HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY

BEEN USED IN OTHER APPLICATIONS IN VARIOUS

INDUSTRIES. OUR FIRM STRONGLY BELIEVES THAT

IT IS ESSENTIAL TO INVEST IN THE TRAINING OF THE

NEW GENERATION OF RESEARCHERS, BOTH FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE AND TO HELP RESOLVE

SOCIETY’S CURRENT AND FUTURE CHALLENGES.”

Alexandre Zeller, 
Managing Partner responsible for innovation
and new technologies at the Lombard Odier Group

Stefan Jorda,  
Managing Director at WE-Heraeus-Stiftung

24 
students

700
applications

“IN VIEW OF THE MANY EXCELLENT APPLICATIONS FROM GERMANY FOR THE HSSIP,

IT WAS A PLEASURE FOR US TO ENABLE ANOTHER 24 STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE

IN THIS PROGRAMME. EXPERIENCE SHOWS THAT NOTHING MOTIVATES YOUNG

PEOPLE TO PURSUE A CAREER IN THE STEM FIELDS MORE THAN CONTACT WITH

SCIENTISTS AND REAL PROJECT TASKS – AND WHERE COULD THIS SUCCEED

BETTER THAN IN THE VIBRANT ENVIRONMENT AT CERN?”



Serendipity Forum at CERN

2020
13-14 
November
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CERN’s scientific advancements push the frontiers of technology, going 
beyond the field of high-energy physics and having a positive impact on society 
worldwide. 

PROMOTING  
SCIENCE IN SOCIETY 
AT LARGE

CERN-MEDICIS

Innovative ideas and technologies from physics have 
contributed to great advances in the field of medicine over 
the last 100 years, since the advent of radiation-based 
medical diagnosis and treatment and following the discovery 
of X-rays and radioactivity. 

CERN-MEDICIS (Medical Isotopes Collected from ISOLDE) 
is a unique facility designed to produce innovative 
radioisotopes with the right properties to enhance the 
precision of both patient imaging and treatment, and provide 
the opportunity to radically improve the success of cancer 
treatment. The aim of this project is to expand the range of 
radioisotopes available for medical research – some of which 

can be produced only at CERN – and send them to hospitals 
and research centres in Switzerland and across Europe for 
further study. Recently, MEDICIS produced a new isotope 
(terbium 155Tb), which is considered to be a promising 
radioisotope for diagnosing prostate cancer, as early results 
have shown. Many more are yet to be discovered and tested.

CERN-MEDICIS is an effort led by CERN, with contributions 
from its dedicated Knowledge Transfer Fund, private 
foundations and partner institutes. It also benefits from a 
European Commission Marie Skłodowska-Curie training 
grant, which has been helping to shape a pan-European 
medical and scientific collaboration since 2014.

ZENODO

Free and easy access to research results, data and analysis 
code – Open Science – is the very heart of the scientific 
process. All such information must be available to everyone, 
anywhere in the world, and needs to be safely stored in a 
long-term repository available to society at large, if we want 
society to fully benefit from public research results.

Zenodo was born at CERN, through the European 
Commission’s OpenAIRE project, to address this very 

need, i.e. to make the publishing, sharing and long-term 
stewardship of scientific data and analysis code a reality for 
all researchers. 

Launched in 2015, Zenodo is constantly improving in order 
to accommodate the community’s needs. It already has  
80 000 registered users and 145 Tb of content data.  
In 2019 alone, it has recorded over 460 000 records for  
64 TB of data.

SPARKS!  
SERENDIPITY FORUM AT CERN

With the support of the CERN & Society Foundation, CERN 
is launching an annual two-day multidisciplinary science 
innovation forum and public event. Sparks!, the serendipity 
forum at CERN, will bring together renowned scientists from 
diverse fields around the world, along with decision-makers, 
representatives of industry, philanthropists, ethicists and the 
public in order to bring a novel, multi-faceted approach to 
addressing some of the big questions of our time. The goal? 
To foster a new community and develop a platform to 
spark innovation in issues related to science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics that are relevant to society 
and further CERN’s mission of science for peace.

Sparks! will begin with a cycle of three pilot events focusing 
on a single theme in order to test the concept. The 
experience gained from this cycle will lead to a yearly event 
with multiple themes addressed each year. The event will 
become a flagship for CERN’s new Science Gateway.
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In the summer of 2019, Arts at CERN announced its Quàntica (Quantum) venture, an 
exhibition project at the Centre de Cultura Contemporània de Barcelona (CCCB). 

Quantum was the second iteration of an exhibition project that brought together 10 artworks 
resulting from art residencies at CERN, juxtaposed with scientific objects to introduce pivotal 
concepts from quantum physics and the research pursued at the Laboratory. 

The exhibition explored the influence of physics beyond the scientific domain, including its 
effects on our everyday lives. The artworks illustrated the scientific quest to understand the 
fundamental laws of the universe and investigate the limits of human knowledge through the 
lens of artists, scientists and educators. The exhibition received 80 000 visitors and became 
the fourth most visited exhibition in the 25-year history of the CCCB.

CERN SCIENCE GATEWAY

As part of its mission to educate and engage the public in science and to share knowledge 
and technology for the benefit of society, CERN is launching the Science Gateway, a new 
facility dedicated to scientific education and outreach. The purpose of the project is to  
create a hub for scientific education and culture, open to everyone, with the aim of inspiring 
the public and, in particular, the younger generation with the beauty of science.

With a footprint of 7000 square metres, the building will offer a variety of spaces and 
activities, including exhibitions explaining the secrets of nature, from the very small 
(elementary particles) to the very large (the structure and evolution of the universe). 

The exhibitions will also showcase CERN’s accelerators, experiments and computing,  
how scientists use them in their research and how CERN technologies benefit society. 
Hands-on experimentation will be at the heart of the Science Gateway’s educational 
programme, allowing visitors to gain a vivid idea of what science is all about. Immersive 
activities will foster critical thinking, evidence-based investigation and the use of the 
scientific method, which are important processes in all walks of life.

The Science Gateway will be hosted in an iconic new building designed by world-renowned 
architects Renzo Piano Building Workshop, in Meyrin, next to another of CERN’s emblematic 
structures, the Globe of Science and Innovation. Construction is planned to start in 2020 and 
end in 2022.

ARTS AT CERN

Arts at CERN is the official arts programme of CERN and the leading worldwide initiative to 
foster the dialogue between artists and scientists. Artists across the globe come to CERN 
to experience the way the big questions about our universe are pursued and explored 
by fundamental science. The synergies that emerge from these encounters highlight our 
curiosity and imagination, showing that they are fundamental traits of humankind and are 
worth our exploration.

Arts at CERN consists of several strands, with the goal of providing artists from different 
disciplines with access to scientific expertise and community: artistic residencies, art 
commissions and exhibitions.
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-  ��������MAKING A GIFT 
You can choose to either support our initiatives via specific donations or make an 
unrestricted donation that can be used to address immediate and pressing needs within 
CERN & Society projects.

-  �GRANTS AND SPONSORSHIPS 
Foundations, corporates and other organisations can help us to leverage the positive 
impact of science on society by collaborating with us in a joint venture or by granting  
the necessary resources to increase the impact of CERN & Society projects. 

-  ���USE THE GLOBE 
Individuals, companies and other organisations can use the Globe of Science and 
Innovation for their private events. The Globe is a unique and remarkable venue that can 
welcome up to 300 people and is fully equipped for meetings, conferences, cocktails and 
dinners.

 
- �AT THE CERN SHOP 

If you happen to be close to CERN, please pay a visit to the CERN Gift Shop. There you  
will find authentic LHC data tapes that make an original gift or souvenir of your visit with  
a contribution of 10 CHF or more. 100% of your donation will go directly to supporting 
CERN & Society projects.

 
- �MAKING AN IMPACT BEYOND YOUR LIFETIME 

You can also consider supporting the CERN & Society Foundation in your personal estate 
planning. With legacies and bequests, you can pass on your values to the next generation 
and help us plan for the future.

YOUR SUPPORT 
MAKES GREAT 
THINGS HAPPEN

4%
Operating Costs 

96%
Grants to Projects

1 Fr.

OPERATING COSTS 

CERN provides the Foundation with the vast 
majority of the operating resources it needs. 
Unless otherwise agreed with the donor, 
a small fraction of unrestricted donations 
are used to cover processing fees applying 
to contributions received by credit card or 
PayPal, and other operating expenditures. 
Otherwise, all funds go directly to supporting 
our projects and increasing their impact.

*

* excluded Science Gateway

In the preceding pages, you have seen some of the projects where we can 
achieve more together. There are many ways to support the CERN & Society 
Foundation’s initiatives:

CERN & SOCIETY 
FOUNDATION BOARD 
 

Anne Richards (UK), 
Chairperson of the  
Foundation Board, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Fidelity International

Olivier Coutau (CH),
Member of the  
Foundation Board,
Delegate to international 
Geneva, Republic and  
State of Geneva

Fabiola Gianotti (IT), 
ex officio member of the 
Foundation Board 
CERN Director-General

Rolf-Dieter Heuer (DE), member 
of the Foundation Board, 
Council President, SESAME 
Laboratory

Nathalie Leuenberger (CH),
member of the Foundation 
Board, 
Mayor, Ville de Meyrin

Peter Jenni (CH), 
Deputy Chairperson of the 
Foundation Board, 
Former ATLAS Experiment 
Spokesperson

On 28 November 2019, Michel Spiro, President of the International Union 
of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP), and Daphné de Laleu, Senior 
Partnership Manager Corporates and Foundations at Save the Children 
Switzerland, were elected as new members of the Foundation Board.  
Their mandates officially began on 1 January 2020.
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FINANCES

Individuals 

15 %

Foundations 
& Organisations

61 %

Companies

24 %1 559 904 CHF

CERN & SOCIETY PROJECTS

TOTAL EXPENDITURESTOTAL AMOUNTS RAISED

SCIENCE GATEWAY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

21 250 000 CHF

22 716 100 CHF

Individuals
 

    0 %

Foundations 
& Organisations

 
      100 %

Grants

99.7 %

Companies
 

  0 %

Other operating
expenditures 

 0.1 %

Fundraising costs 

 0.2 %
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CREDITS

CERN
Partnerships & Fundraising
 
Please get in touch with us.  
We look forward to getting to know you.

CERN & Society Foundation
Esplanade des Particules 1
P.O. Box
1211 Geneva 23
Switzerland
Partnerships.Fundraising@cern.ch.
cernandsocietyfoundation.cern
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